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PRESS RELEASE – October 4, 2017 
 
MAKE VISION COUNT 
 
As the world population increases and ages, we are entering a new era of blindness and visual 
impairment—an era where existing efforts are at serious risk of being overwhelmed, potentially leading 
to a threefold increase in blindness by 2050. 
 
The latest prevalence data shows that progress between 1990 and 2015 resulted in some 90 million 
people being treated or prevented from becoming blind or seriously visually impaired. However, trends in 
an ageing and growing global population coupled with the increase in myopia and diabetic retinopathy will 
erode these gains.  
 
The world’s governments need to re-double their commitment to eye care and make eye health 
services accessible to all, over the coming decade, if we are to stave off such a depressing outcome. 
After all, cost-effective solutions and reliable delivery mechanisms are already available. 
 
This World Sight Day, the World Council of Optometry is proud to support the International Agency for the 
Prevention of Blindness (IAPB) and its members in launching the IAPB Vision Atlas that brings all the 
latest data and ideas on blindness prevention to one place. The Atlas makes the complex science and 
data behind these trends accessible through maps, infographics and expert commentary. Building on the 
latest prevalence data, the IAPB Vision Atlas will exclusively host prevalence data by country, from 1990 
to 2015, and will also include projections to 2020.  It will also include success indicators (Cataract 
Surgical Coverage, number of eye health personnel and more) towards achieving the WHO Global Action 
Plan. 
 
The IAPB Vision Atlas will help policy makers and advocates compare vision impairment trends over 
time, in different parts of the world and will be a key tool for eye health advocacy. The Atlas will also help 
track countries making progress, and those that are falling behind. Armed with the Vision Atlas, 
governments across the world can be convinced that we need to step up efforts to improve eye care and 
access to eye care. Together, let’s make vision count. 
 
Did you know? 

• In 2015, nearly 1.35 billion people have significant levels of vision loss. 

• Most of this is preventable or treatable. Between 1990 and 2015, data shows that 90 million fewer 

people were vision impaired than was expected—so we know how to combat vision loss. 

• Governments and civil society need to do more because, if current efforts continue without more 

investment and action, 115 million people are estimated to go blind by 2050—a threefold 

increase from 2015 figures. 

• Three trends--a growing and aging population; a steep increase in Myopia; and a spike in Diabetic 

Retinopathy—are the main causes for this escalation. 
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IAPB Vision Atlas 
The Atlas presents the latest available vision loss prevalence and causes data through interactive maps 
and accessible infographics. We know that visual impairment has declined over the past 25 years: 
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However, how will the three trends impact this success? 
 

1) The Ageing population 

 
A threefold increase in VI prevalence, from 191m in 1990 to 701m, by 2050. 
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2) The Myopia epidemic 

 
 
 

3) The spike in Diabetic Retinopathy 
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The IAPB Vision Atlas will help you make the case to governments, policy makers, funding 
agencies and anybody else who can lead to positive change. 
 

Why you should take action now: 

• Investment in eye health will have a significant health, social and economic impact. It will contribute 

to the achievement of many SDG goals and targets 

• It will improve the lives of 1.35 billion people in the world 

• We CAN DO IT with YOUR support and leadership – elimination of avoidable blindness and vision 

loss is possible.  

What we want: 
It’s time to scale up existing global efforts, establish new, global partnerships – including bilateral and 
multilateral donors – to support countries in promoting universal access to eye health within resilient 
national health systems.  
 
Governments must increase domestic funding and invest in national health insurance schemes that 
enable all their citizens to be able to access eye health services.  Health management information 
systems need to be enhanced to collect disaggregated data to ensure the most vulnerable sectors within 
a country, including the poor, older persons, women and people with disabilities, are able to access 
services.  
 
Persons who have irreversible sight loss have a right to services, which enable them to live the life they 
choose and enjoy the same opportunities as their sighted peers. 
Some countries are leading by example – (country case studies are available) – other governments 
should follow in their footsteps. 
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Some detail to support the top line media messages 
1. 1.35bn people have significant levels of vision loss 

• 36 million people are blind  

• 217 million have very serious problems seeing distance objects 

• 1.1 billion have problems seeing near objects 

2. Most could be easily treated – and it requires relatively little investment for a large return. 

• Most sight loss is easily treatable or preventable 

• 1.1billion people just need spectacles – you can get good quality specs for a handful of dollars 

• The major cause of blindness is cataract which is one of the most cost-effective surgeries of all and 
which changes a life in a few minutes. 

• A person whose sight has been saved or restored can contribute to the economy. Patients after cataract 
surgery, for example, report increases in annual household income and total asset ownership  

• Social injustice - it is the poorest who are hit the hardest - 89% live in low and middle income - poor 
people are being denied access to basic health care. Women are hit hardest of all - 55% of those with 
sight loss are women – in many countries women are unable to access eye care at all. 

• This is outrageous as solutions are known, proven and tested and they are highly cost effective. 

3. Three global concerns 

• Currently 420m diabetics – by 2050 the number will be 670m – 1/3 diabetics have diabetic eye disease. 

• Currently one third of the global population has myopia i.e. they are short sighted – by 2050 this will 

increase to half the population i.e. 4.5bn people. High myopia can cause blindness. 

• Sight loss worsens as you get old – one third of over 80s have very significant levels of sight loss. By 
2050 it is projected there will be 379m people in the word over the age of 80 - more than five times the 
number in the year 2000. 

4. Individual action 

• Individually, we should all ensure that we and our families get our eyes checked regularly. Pay special 
attention to vulnerable groups, like the aged or those with diabetes. 
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