


Who we areé
The World Councilof Optometry (WCO)is an international optometric association
foundedin 1927.
Å TheWCOrepresentsover200,000optometristsin more than 60countries,through

almost 300 Country, Affiliate, Corporateand Individual Membershipsacrosssix
world regions.

We envision a world where high quality eye health and vision care is accessible to all people. 



Organigram

General Assembly
Supreme decision-making body made up of WCO 

country member representatives/delegates

Made up of trustees nominated by each region plus the 
Executive Committee to establish policies/activities to 

fulfill WCO mandate

Public Health Committee 
Responsible for public 

health matters relating to 
eye care and optometry

Legislation, Registration, 
Standards 

Assists member countries 
with legislation, 

registration and standards 
affecting the public and 

the profession

Education Committee 
Facilitates the 

advancement and 
enhancement of 

optometric education 
worldwide

Congress Steering 
Committee

Organises world 
congresses in 

collaboration with host 
organisation(s)

Standing Committees

Made up of WCO President, President-Elect, Immediate 
Past President, Treasurer, Charis of the PHC, LRS, EDU, 

MEM & CSC committees and ensures the effective 
administration of the WCO

Executive Committee

WCO Six World Regions
Africa, Asia Pacific, Eastern Mediterranean, Europe, 

Latin America & North America

Our 100 organizationswithin our network represent over
200,000optometristsacrosssixworld regions.

Board of Directors

Membership Committee 
Assists WCO with 

membership matters 
relating to Country, 
Affiliate, Corporate, 

Individual and Student 
Members
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ÅFacilitatethe developmentof optometry around

the world
ÅSupport optometrists in promoting eye health

andvisioncareasa humanright through:

Advocacy

Education

Policy 
Development

Humanitarian 
Outreach
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1 WHO, 2017
2 IAPB, 2017

ÅAn estimated 253 millionpeople 
live with vision impairment.1

ÅOver 80% of all vision impairment 
can be prevented or cured.1

36 million are 
blind, 217 million 
have moderate 
to severe vision 
impairment 1

55%of visually 
impaired people 

are women 2

1.4 million 
children could 
benefit from 

vision 
rehabilitation 1
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Our 
Work

Education

Policy and 
Legislation

Public 
Health

Advocacy

World 
Optometry 
Foundation 

(WOF)



Our Objectives

Enhancement 
and 

development of 
primary eye 

and vision care 
by optometrists

Promotion of 
high standards 
of education 
and practice 

while 
promoting 

international 
coordination of 
optometrists

Provision of 
support to aid 

programs 
directed at 

providing eye 
and vision care 
to societies in 

need

Promotion of 
the 

advancement 
and science of 

optometry
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Provides the case for 
delivering high quality, 
advanced and equitable eye 
health and vision care for 
patients worldwide

Produced by the WCO in 
response to the World Health 
OrganisationõsGlobal Action 
Plan for the Prevention of 
Avoidable Blindness and 
Visual Impairment 2014-2019


