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World Council of Optometry and Alcon Dry Eye
Web Tools Now Available in 10 Languages

ST. LOUIS (October 12, 2026) The World Council of Optometry (WCO) and Alcon dry eye
initiative’s free digital learning tools for eye care providers are now available in 10 different
languages. Both the WCO Alcon Dry Eye Wheel and the Dry Eye Management Map are now
available in English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Chinese, Hungarian, Dutch, Bahasa, Ukrainian
and Czech.

The WCO Alcon Dry Eye Wheel is an interactive platform that helps Eye Care Professionals
(ECPs) worldwide support patients with dry eye using the three steps of mitigation, measurement
and management. It was updated earlier this year with the latest recommendations from the
recently published Tear Film & Ocular Surface Society Dry Eye Workshop III (TFOS DEWS
IIT) report.

The Dry Eye Management Map was built to complement the wheel and is an online interactive
tool designed to assist ECPs, educators and students navigating dry eye disease management
using evidence-based research. While these tools support clinical decision-making, the
optometrist retains full medical judgment and remains the ultimate decision-maker in
determining the appropriate course of care.

“The WCO and Alcon dry eye initiative is a global program, and we’re committed to spreading
awareness of dry eye and the resources available for diagnosis and treatment,” said Cindy
Tromans, BSc (Hons), PhD, FEAOO, president of WCO. “We’re grateful for the WCO
volunteers who spent their time and energy translating these tools into a variety of languages so
that more ECPs can easily access and use them.”

“As digital devices become an increasingly constant part of daily life, people may blink less
frequently and incompletely, disrupting the tear film and contributing to dry eye symptoms,” said
Carla Mack, OD, MBA, FAAO, FBCLA, Global Head of Professional Education and
Development at Alcon. “With dry eye on the rise worldwide, equipping Eye Care Professionals
with practical, evidence-based resources in more languages is critical to helping them recognize
the signs, guide patients, and provide individualized care based on their professional expertise
and clinical judgment.”

A chronic, sometimes painful condition, dry eye disease impacts the lives of those who suffer
from it and its symptoms. The disease is an epidemic and reports of it are on the rise,
corresponding with factors such as increasing use of technology, environmental triggers and an
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aging population.! Nearly 1.6 billion people around the world suffer from dry eye disease every
day. ?

To learn more about the WCO and Alcon dry eye initiative, visit
dryeye.worldcouncilofoptometry.info.

About the World Council of Optometry

The World Council of Optometry (WCO) is an international membership-based non-profit
organization for individual optometrists, industry professionals and optometric organizations that
envisions a world where optometry makes high quality eye health and vision care accessible to
all people. Its mission is to facilitate the development of optometry around the world and support
optometrists in promoting eye health and vision care as a human right through advocacy,
education, policy development and humanitarian outreach. To learn more, please visit
www.worldcouncilofoptometry.info or follow us on LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

About Alcon

Alcon helps people see brilliantly. As the global leader in eye care with a heritage spanning over
75 years, we offer the broadest portfolio of products to enhance sight and improve people’s lives.
Our Surgical and Vision Care products touch the lives of more than 260 million people in over
140 countries and territories each year living with conditions like cataracts, glaucoma, retinal
diseases and refractive errors. Our more than 25,000 associates are enhancing the quality of life
through innovative products, partnerships with Eye Care Professionals and programs that
advance access to quality eye care. Learn more at www.alcon.com.
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